Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/10 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000505080014-0

4

4

By Nina McCa'n
Globe Staff
% o JIchard -Pipes arrived
in America on his i7th

), Heand his father and
S mother had fled from

the Nazi invasion of Poland.

One of his most vivid memories

of his new country was seeing an.

advertisement with a quotation
from Benlamin Franklin.

“It said something like, ‘Unfore-
scen events need not change the
course of men's lives.’ I-laughed. I
had witnessed the cutbreak of war
in Poland, seen my house de-
stroyed, been forced to leave home
and migrate thousands of miles.”

The chasm between Americen
optimism and the Eastern Europe-
an experience of the ravages of war
has shaped Richard Pipes’ view of
the worldd ang, for the next few
years, Pipes will have a hand in
shaping America’s foreign policy.
The Harvard professor will be the:-

awk

Birthday, July 11, 1940,

specialisi on the Soviet Union for
the Reagan Administration’'s Na-
tional Securitv Conncll. . .

" He'ls onte of the leading figures
in a group of intellectuals who are
lumped together under the label
“neoconservative,” many of whose
members write for the combative
Commentary magazine. Pipes
shares with them a conviction that
America has grown soft and sleepy
about national defense and a deter-
mination to lead a reawakening.

. Pipes says he and and like-
minded members of the Committee
on the Present Danger are “the
-same kind of peopie who, in1 1936 or
1937, would have backed Churchili
in Englard. [People who said] Ger-

-many is arming, preparing for war,
and we are doing nothing.™
Subetitute the words ‘‘Soviet
-Union” for “"Germany” and you
have a rough notion of Pipes” ap-
proach to US-Soviet relations.
Pipes Is the latest in a serles of
Soviet experts to serve in the high-
est councils In Washington. Like
those who have preceded him, from
Charles E. (Chip) Bohlen and
George Kennan to Henry Kisainger,
Zbigniew Brzezinskt and Marshall
Shulman, Pipes brings his own in-
terpretation of US-Soviet relations
to the job. L e
Although he shares a common
Eastern European background
with Kissinger and Brzezinski,
Pipes i3 sharply critical of what he
regards as their “‘ego trips,” and of

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/10 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000505080014-0 3uSb

THE BOSTON SUNDAY GLOBE
25 January 1981

" Or 1€

Reagan adviser Pipes insists he’s the latter

the doctrine of detente which Kis-
singer first cspoused and miore re-
cently downplayed. -

The problem with detente — the
pursuit of arms limitation, trade
agreements and a stabilized USSo-
viet relationship — Pipes argues, is
that the Russians aren't playing
by the same rules. While American
strategists talk about nuclear par-
ity and deterrence, the Soviets are
aiming for superfority and, ulti+
mately, victory. o .

Often described as a “*hard-
liner” or “hawk,” Pipes prefers to
think of himself as a realist.

“If you want to prevent nuclear
war, or to.contain the damage, you
have to look at it realistically,”
Pipes safd in an interview last
week. “That does not mean Iam in

favor of nuclear war: You would _

have to be insane {to favor such a
war)...lama very paciilc person
1don’t even own a gun.” :

Pipes Is particdularly critical of
the notion, shich he says has been
scld to Americans by a suecession
of political leaders of both parties,
that nuclear war ta “unthinkable™
and "unimaginable.”. . . .

*“The idea that the explosion of
ane nuclear bomb means the end of
mankind leads to paralysis,” he
says. ““You have to ook at it very
ooidly.. .. If a physician is confront-
ed with a terrible dizense, he is not
ltikely to cure it by tearing his hair
out. You want a physician who is

- A tall, slender man whose dark
hair 1s in retreat from a high fore-
head, Pipes personifies cool. Jug-
gling an interview and a ‘steady
stream of phone calls from well-
wishers, he managed to be gra-
cious, pleased and unflustered.

Pipes {s an expert on 1€th cen-
tury Russian who has spent 34 of

. his 57 years at Harvard, first as a

graduate student and then as a
professor. As he tells it, if the Har-
vard history department had been
more flexible, he might not be on
his way to Washington now.

. After a couple of years at a
small college in Ohio and three
years in the Air Force, Pipes came
to Harvard interested in the history
of art and philoscphy, which he
wanted to combine somehow with
the Russian studies he had begun

. at Cornell under Air Forge aus-

pices. ““The history department
was very strictly set up, then and
now,” Pipes recalls, “and they sald
I conldn’t do both. The regulations

itééiﬁgé,

. have fallen by the wayside in re-

STAT|
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forced me to choose between Rua- :
slan history and my other Intsr '
ests.” : '

Pipes makes his home with his |
wife Irene in a handsome old house
on a quiet side street In Cambridge.
{Two grown sons live In other parts
¢f the country) Japanese prints,
paintings and pleces of sculpture
fill the rooms, evidence of his con-
tinuing interest in art. But_other
interesis — in photography, cross
country sikiing and swimming —

cent yeers as Pipes has devoted
more and more of his tirae to the *
debate over US foreign poltey.. |

He first caught the eye of Wash- -
ingion insiders in 1970 when he !
dellvered a paper on [JS-Soviet rela- .
tions to the American Historical °
Association. An atde to Sen. Henry |
Jactson (D-Wash.) liked the paper -
and Pipes became a consultant to
Jackson’s Permanent Committee
on Investigations. .

~

But it was not unti 1976 that he |

gained pat”nal atiention when be
_headed the “Bteam.” a- granp i
non-governmental experts brought
_in by Presicent Ford’s Foreign In-
telligence Advisory Board to assess
‘US_estimates of Sovist_strength.
The experts looked at _the same |

d
Central Intslligerice A 3
and came to startlingly diifferent
concluslons, . .

The team’s highly eritical report

charged that the CIA had copsis-
tently underestimated the nature
and extent of the Soviet threat. It

warned that the Soviets would
soon be militarlly superior to the

-US. and couid use that superiority

" to force US withdrawal from cru-
clal areas like the Mideast. -

Coming in the midst of the Nix-

- onr-Ford era of relatively good rela-

tions with the Soviet Union, there- |

port struck at the very foundations
of the Strategic Arms Limitations
Talks (SALT) and created turmof}
within the intelligence community.

Out of the “B team”came the

Committee orr the Present Danger

(there was some membership over-

lap), and a widelydiscussed articlé
in Commentary In which Pipes set :

out his views on Soviet strategy.
In that article, entitled “Why
the Soviet Union Thinks It Could

Fight and Win a Nuclear War,” he |
argued that Americans have been :
deluded into beiteving that the So-



